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of Azarya said:

“Even though I am like a man of seventy, I had never understood why the going
out from Egypt should be mentioned at night-time, until ben Zoma explained it to
me from the verse, ‘That you may remember the day when you came out of
Egypt all the days your life’. ‘The day of your life’ means just the days! But

‘All the days of your life’ means the nights as

well’” However the Rabbis explain: “‘The

days of your life’ means this lifel But all

the days of your life means the days

of the Messiah as welll”
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A TALE

of Rabbi
Eliezer, Rab-
bi Yehoshua,
Rabbi Elazar

son of Azarya, Rabbi Akiva and Rabbi Tarfon: they were reclining

at the seder in Bnai B’rak, and they spent the whole night long
telling the story of the going out of Egypt, until their pupils came and
said to them: “our masters, it is time to recite the morning Shema!”
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AT FIRST OUR
FOREFATHERS were
idol-worshipers, but
now the Everpresent
One has brought us
close, to serve Him, as
it is written (Yehoshua
22:2):

“And Yehoshua said to

the entire Nation, ‘Thus says Hashem, the God of Israel: Your fathers in olden
times dwelt beyond the River [Euphrates], and [there] Terach, who was the father
of Avraham and Nahor, served other gods. But I took your father Avraham from
across the river, and had him walk the entire land of Canaan. I multiplied his
seed, and gave him Yitzchak. To Yitzchak I gave Yaakov and Esav. To Esav, as his
inheritance, I gave Mount Seir, and Yaakov and his sons descended into Egypt.”
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YOU MIGHT
THINK that one can [relate the Haggadah] from Rosh Chodesh Nisan
onwards; so the Torah says, “on that day.” If [it can be told] “on that day,“
then you might think that you can [tell it] while it is still daylight; so the
Torah says, “because of this.” I cannot say “because of this“except when
matzah and maror are placed in front of yi




Cover the matzos and pick up the cup. Then everyone says:
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AND THIS
IS WHAT HAS STOOD for our fathers and for us — because not just one rose up
against us to destroy us. Rather, in every generation they rise up against us to

destroy us, but the Holy One, blessed is He, saves us from their hand.

Put down the cup and uncover the matzos. Then continue:
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Blessed is He. For the Holy One calculated when the end [of our oppression in
Egypt] would be, in order to fulfill what He had said to Avraham Avinu at the
Covenant between the Pieces, as it is written (Bereshis 15:13): “And He said to Avram,
‘Know for certain that your seed shall be strangers in a land that is not theirs. And
they [the native people] will work them as slaves, and will oppress them for four
hundred years. But I also will execute judgments on the nation that enslaves them,
and afterwards they [your seed] will leave there with great wealth.”
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is written:
37'7 “Your fathers
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seventy souls,
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There he

became a nation — [the fact that the Jews are called a nation] teaches us that
Israel was distinct there.
Great and mighty — as it is written: “And the Children of Israel were fruitful and
increased abundantly and multiplied, and became very mighty, and the land was
filled with them* (Shemos 1:7).
And populous — as it is written: “I gave you to thrive, to be as the brush of the
fields. You multiplied and grew, and you became too numerous to count. Your
breasts were prepared. Your hair had grown, but you were naked and bare. And
I passed over you, and saw you rolling in your blood. And I said to you, ‘Through
your blood you shall livel Through your blood you shall live’* (Yechezkel 16:7)

NYIDY ADAR IPYH NIVY7 MMIND 127 W2 AN TN &y
MNRIY '7:1 nx Y wpa 1:1‘71 nﬁm by RN 13 RY
,UPR DN DY 1N NN T AN TN N (7 15 D)

:27) DI8Y T3 13D DY N
MDD HY DR — IR T LA e

D8N PPRYNT IR 3PP TP KHY m'm nv wa Aramean
m‘: ww 58 1IN (7,1 MR mmv nv m‘: N'?N sought to

do to Yaakov
:am -r:: ) -m:w‘: YR IRRY wﬁn PR D ux: vmn

Avinu. For

WA PIND T2V RIIIY OV, 19ID YIND  Pharaoh

. AN I g : L .

decree only against the male children, while Lavan sought to uproot everything,
as it is written: “My father was a wandering Aramean, who went down to
Egypt and abode there as a small group. There he became a nation, great,
populous, and numerous* (Devarim 26:5).
Who went down to Egypt — compelled by the Divine word.
And abode there — [the choice of words] teaches us that Yaakov Avinu did not go
down to Egypt with the idea of settling there, but only to abide there a while, as
it is written: “They said to Pharaoh, ‘We have come to abide in the land, for there
is no pasturage for your servants’ flocks, so severe is the famine in the land of
Canaan; now let your servants dwell in the land of Goshen’” (Bereshis 47:4).
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